GOVERNCR'S OFFICE

Austin, Texas 7Y ’
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April 2, 1923

ton, 8. L. Staples,
gecrotary of State,
_uatin, Texas.

pear Mr. Secretary!

The Governor and each Legislator took an oath that he

a that was in violatlon of the
e $2,688,

would not pess any kknd of legislatio

State Constitution. House Blll No., 412 seeks to appropx‘iat

to Carl L. Estes, a private citizen.

My, Estes is a young man, a patriotic son of Texas. During

f’;he war he made application to enter the service of the ermy, but ﬁaa

{‘:urned dowri on account of hia physical condition. Later, he joined the

‘National Guard and was transferred from the National Guard to the regu-

:_la'r army, and was sent to the Officer's Training Cemp at Leon Springs.
i'While there, he contracted pneumonia, and this, with complications, made

3.t' necessary for him to undergo a serious operation, This occurred just
f\-f)efore his transfer was consummated from the National Guard to the United

Sfates Army., However, the serious illness ocourred weeks after he had

Vfl%:een placed under control of the Texas Guard, and sometime after he had

f reported to the Training Camp at Leou Springs.

Because this case does not come under its rules regulating

.matters of this kind, the Federal Government declines to assigt him as
k.2 digabled soldier. Mr., Eétea has never recovered from this illness
contracted at Leon ©Springs. Physically, he is, from all reports, in

.5 gerious comndition. He is deserving of assisiance.
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} The Constitution, however, positively prohibite the State

?i‘.om appropriating public funds to private individuals in matiers of
his kind., Article 16, Section 6, provides that, »yno mppropriation

g"dr private or individual purposes ghall be made”, and gpecifically
;‘de that, “the Legislature shall have no power to make an ap propriation
f public money to mny individual whatsoever®., The passage of this bill
;ould be such an open, clear ylolation of the Constitution of the State

'bha'h I cannot, in good conscience, approve it.

¢ that passed th:.s vill is composed of 181

The Legislatur
by contributing $15.00

his

uémbers. These members, together with myself,

ttch, can give to Mr. Estes the amount of money appropriated in t
"eaaure towit, $2,688.00 of which is is deserving. When the Legislature

oonvenes in Special Session, I shall gladly glve to the Speaeker o

f the

5,00, with the hope that the membership of the House and of

Housa my $1
will contribute in a personal way

,X he Senate, who passed this measure,
rorpiated by this measure

o Mr. Egtes, the sum of money sought to be &P
but which the Constitution of our State

but of the public {reasury,

rohibits.
the bill is hereby vetoed.

Iy keeping with my oath of office,

Respectfully,

m Governor



